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In White, Martin & Adamsons, (2019), Van den Berghe posts a view that marriage is essentially “a female institution in which males have little investment.” To a wider extent, this presumption is true. Looking at marriage from a popular culture perspective, one may argue that ending up at the altar is the ultimate female desire. More especially, wedding magazines and reality TV shows are aimed almost entirely at brides. For instance, the vocal attraction in the marriage procession of the average wedding is reserved for the bride’s dress, while the groom’s attire receives little publicizing (Tamborini & Whitman, 2007). This demonstrates that from the onset marriage can be thought to be an institution in which a female institution in which males has little investment. 
Accordingly, Van den Berghe’s view that marriage essentially “a female institution in which males have little investment” can be demonstrated based on the purpose of marriage. Often, society portrays men as commitment-phobic. Based on this perspective, men are believed to be whipped, conned or whipped and dragged into marriage, in an attempt to address their deeply inherent promiscuous nature, as well as abhorring long-term monogamy.  Also, marriage becomes an investment to address the notion of a “midlife crisis” a period during which men are bound to abandon their old wives for a new, vibrant trophy model (Dempsey, 2002). 
Moreover, marriage can be perceived as essentially “a female institution in which males has little investment” given that women tend to represent the largest cohort of claimants in family disputes. In circumstances where the family disputes result in divorce, marriage becomes an investment. Particularly, during divorce proceedings, emotions take precedence over rational thinking, resulting in a skewed partition of marital assets. The winners are often women, especially those who take part in financial decision making during the marriage (Zagorsky, 2005). Also, in some situations, apart from the share in property and investment, a woman is entitled to alimony. Often, the family court decides the alimony amount after considering the wife’s working status and a family’s overall financial status are taken into account to decide the amount.
	Furthermore, marriage can be perceived as essentially “a female institution in which males has little investment” in the sense that women’s expectations for marriage are high and men’s low. In most cases, these women’s expectations of marriage can be hard to satisfy, which in return increases the risk of disappointment and questions about whether entry into marriage was the right decision. As such, men are often unaware of wives’ dissatisfaction and when requests for separation or divorce are initiated, husbands are more likely to be surprised than wives. Even with separation and divorce, wives may have already benefited from financial investments made by a husband, and also expect to get custody of their children; the reason why they file for divorce (Coltrane & Adams, 2003). 
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